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Before There Was TV  
Written by, and with Thanks to, Dan Kuhl, SDC (with minor edits by Ben Alspach)  

 

In 1932 Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) was elected U.S. President.  I have a nice memento 

in my collection of FDRõs 1932 portrait framed along with a thermometer.  This òpromo itemó 

advertises a Studebaker dealership in Massachusetts.  As an aside, FDR was reelected for 

three more terms . . . the only President ever to achieve this milestone.  

 

The very next year, while the Studebaker Corporation was stumbling through the depths of 

the Great Depression, President Roosevelt began a series of òFireside Chatsó via the radio to 

help reassure the public through the trying times created by the downturn of the national 

economy and the war clouds forming over Europe.  

 

There is an audio book I just finished which presents all thirty (30) of these Fireside Chat   

radio speeches from 1933 until FDRõs death in 1945. They really give the listener a great   

perspective on the Presidentõs plans to address the anxiety and hardship created by the 

Depression and the onset of WWII.     

 

1914 saw the start of the òGreat Waró which was supposed to be the òwar to end all warsó.  

Yes, much of the world was involved, but most of the fighting occurred in Europe or on the 

high seas.  The U.S. did not enter the war until 1917, the year before it ended.  

 

WWII erupted on a much larger scale, affecting almost every continent to some degree.  

American troops were sent to many of these places to battle the menacing Axis powers. 

FDR realized the huge sacrifice that Americans were making and wanted to help the       

average citizen better understand where their family members and friends were serving.  

 

In February of 1942, FDR gave a òProgress of the Waró radio speech which became known 

as the first of òThe Map Speechesó. These talks told listeners what was going on with the war 

effort . . . and where.  In 1943, Studebaker capitalized on the popularity of these speeches 

by starting publication of the òRadio Listenersõ Pocket At-

lasó, a small booklet which showed the reader the loca-

tions of all the important war zones around the world.  In-

side the back cover of the Atlas was an ad for the mighty 

Cyclone engine (being built by Studebaker, among others) 

that powered the B -17 Flying Fortress, a famous bomber 

which was helping to win the war.  Studebaker played an 

important role in the WWII Allied victory, as it had in WWI.  

As Studebaker enthusiasts, this proud legacy should never 

be forgotten.  

 

References: No author, Historic Moments in Speech:       

Fireside Chats , an audio book by Blackstone Press, 2017. 

No author, Studebaker Radio Listenersõ Atlas, 1943. 
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Studebaker SPOTLIGHT employee newsletter front page from December 1949. Happy Holidays!  
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Studebaker started   

November 1936 with 9 

greater St. Louis area 

Studebaker            

dealerships.                      

Studebaker had #1. 

Arthur R. Lindburg, Inc.,  

exclusive St. Louis    

Studebaker Distributor, 

Grand and Lindell, St. 

Louis, MO., #2. Reihl   

Motor Co., Webster 

Groves, MO., #3.      

OSCAR G. SNIPEN, Inc., 

5180 Delmar Blvd., St. 

Louis, MO. #4. Franke 

Motor Sales, 4811 

Delmar, St. Louis, MO.  

#5.   Leland -Kreid     

Motor, Alton, IL. #6.  

Endres Motor Sales,    

Belleville, IL., #7. Kasey 

Motor Co., Studebaker -

Packard, 5626 Gravois 

Rd. St. Louis, MO.  #8. 

Cookson Motor Co. 

1131 St. Louis Ave., East 

St. Louis, IL., and #9. 

Advance Motor Co.,     

Madison IL..                 

On November 29, 1936, 

Studebaker announced 

it was adding #10.      

Security Motor Co., 

3136 Locust Blvd., St. 

Louis, MO..                            

Studebakerõs 10      

dealers are now the 

most itõs had since  

January 1929 covering 

the greater St. Louis 

area market.             

Furthermore, since the 

industry decided to 

move new model  

The ad above right      

appeared in the St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch on 

11/1/1936.  
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The above 

ads rom top 

left to right 

and clock-

wise  

appeared 

in the St. 

Louis Post-

Dispatch on 

11/22/1936, 

11/15/1936, 

11/19/1936 

and  

11/8/1936.  
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Introductions to the fall.  The St. Louis auto show was moved to November 

and Studebaker placed 7 quarter page ads during the months of November 

and December leaving little room for text once again in this issue.  I     

shouldnõt complain though as itõs nice to read about more upbeat stories 

regarding Studebaker than just the mostly negative stories of the past 7 

years.  

Studebaker dealers had to be thrilled that the factory was finally getting  

serious about spending big marketing dollars promoting their products after 

the dark days before the company emerged from receivership.  The factory 

had signed many new dealerships and needed to show they were serious 

about supporting them as well as the older sales points that had stuck -it-out 

with the factory through such difficult times.  

As an aside we can start to see how the Studebaker dealers slowly started to 

follow the St. louis population as it began to migrate towards St. Louis county 

even at this early date before WWII.  

Not much room for my commentary here but these ads and articles are one 

time bits of Studebaker St. Louis auto history, never to be repeated.  The 

more I can cram into these pages the better.  They say and inform much 

more in the limited space available than my words can do.  

FEATURE STORY CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: 

The above ads and  articles appeared  From top left to right and clockwise in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 11/29/1936, 12/13/1 936, 

11/1/1936, and 12/26/1936.  


