
  

 
President Ben Alspachõs 

Report.  
1 

FEATURE STORY:  RESEARCH 

REPORT: St. Louis Area 

Studebaker Dealers And 

Their Adõs From January 

1939 Through December 

1939. 

3           

    

The 2026 Officer Contact 

Information & Helpful Online 

Links. 

6     

2025 Gateway SDC & AOAI   

Chapter Meeting Minutes 

From Louetta Bushdiecker.  

 7 

Free Holiday Print -Out & Cut

-Out Holiday Studebaker 

Model Cars & Trucks.  

9       

The Steering Wheel Free 

Classified Adõs. & Ozark 

Trials Orphan Car Show 

Photos. 

11 

Jeff Wassilak's Regional 

Managers  Report 1 & 2.  
12 

2025 EVENTS Calendar & 

Milt Yoderõs Treasurers 

Report.  

International and Gateway  

SDC Membership Form  

13 

14 

    NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 

2025     

Volume #53        Issue #6         

PRESIDENTS REPORT CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: м 

 

   

THE ONGOING RESEARCH ON STUDEBAKER DEALERS IN THE GREATER ST. LOUIS MO AREA 

FROM JANUARY 1939 THROUGH DECEMBER 1939. FROM ADõS IN THE POST-DISPATCH ARCHIVES   BY: Ed Meyer                                  

 ,                                                    PRESIDENTS REPORT:                                  

                     A Tale of òHidden Treasureó                          

A few weeks ago, I received an e -mail from a fellow with questions about an Avanti.  

òAlexó, who lives in the STL metro area, found my contact info on our Gateway website and 

was looking for some advice.   

Alex and his family were the owners of a 1963 Avanti their father had purchased brand new!  

In fact, the father had become òsmittenó with the futuristic Avanti design while working as a 

junior executive on the Studebaker account at a well -known St. Louis advertising agency.  

The young executive soon bought this Avanti and Alex recalls the car being a òdaily driveró 

for many years while he was growing up.   

Later on, the Avanti was retired from regular service but Alexõs dad maintained the car and 

drove it on weekends and special occasions.  But eventually the old gentleman was no 

longer able to drive and the car languished in the garage for extended periods.  The last 

time the car was used was for the fatherõs funeral procession some fifteen years ago.  

 Now, the family wants to sell the parentõs residence and needs to move the Avanti.  But 

Alex isnõt a òcar guyó and his siblings arenõt    interested.   The Avanti isnõt running and pho-

tos showed it looking a little forlorn sitting on deflated tires in the dusty, cluttered old garage.  

Alex knew that  getting the car back on the road would likely be a time -consuming and 

expensive proposition.  Theyõd like to find a ògood homeó for it . . . but what might be a fair 

asking price?   Could our club offer him any guidance?   [Note ñAlexõs dad had evidently 

been an SDC and Avanti club member many years ago.]  

Our first glimpse of the "garage find" Avanti. What 

will we discover?  

 As a first impression, paint condition and panel fit 

would appear to be reasonably good.  

FREE HOLIDAY DINNER, West Port at Plaza RSVP by Friday, November 28 th. To RSVP, 

please     e -mail your name and the number in your party attending the luncheon to Don 

Hart at:  dscth@swb.net or call Home phone: 636-928-1443, mobile phone: 314-277-1065, 
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Following an exchange of e -mails between Gary Krautmann, Milt Yoder, Don Hart and myself, it was decided weõd offer to go 

check -out this òtime capsuleó Avanti . . . if Alex was interested.   Not surprisingly, he was quite receptive and a date was set 

for us to meet at the designated location.   

With flashlights, a small floor jack and some shop rags in hand, Gary, Milt and I met Alex and we spent an hour looking over,  

and chatting about, the Avanti.  At first blush, the ivory paint looked decent and the black interior seemed to be in nice 

shape.  Popping the hood, the engine compartment was predictably grungy, with a couple of old mouse nests in evidence 

[Noteñthis was a non -supercharged, automatic car].   A quick fluids check indicated the Avanti still held òliquidó oil and 

transmission fluid.  

Gary scooted underneath and he and Milt exchanged info concerning the condition of the frame and the òhog troughsó.  Not 

surprisingly, there were rust issues and a few old repair òpatchesó visible.  The trunk release was frozen so we couldnõt inspec t 

òthe bootó.   In the meantime, Alex emptied out the glove compartment revealing a pile of old documents including receipts, 

business cards, service notes, etc.   

Following a few more minutes of consultation, we gave Alex our honest assessment.   He was very grateful as heõd already 

received an offer from someone . . . but was wary of the òlow balló figure.   He now felt more confident about pricing,          

advertising and discussing the Avantiõs condition. 

Checking out the ògarage findó Avanti was a fun and interesting experience, and I know Alex really appreciated our         

assistance.  Who knows . . . maybe the next owner of this Avanti will end up joining our Gateway group sometime in the  

future?!  

Hood open, ready to check out the engine compartment.  The interior appears to be pretty well preserved!  

Gary taking a look at the undercarriage.  "Hog troughs" and frame 

condition are important Avanti concerns.  

Looks like the engine will need some serious TLC.  
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According to the best  

data we had from        

Studebaker ads     

ending on December 

1938. Studebaker 

started January 1939 

with 13 greater St. 

Louis area Studebaker 

dealerships.             

Studebaker had #1. 

Arthur R. Lindburg, 

Inc., exclusive St.   

Louis Studebaker             

Distributor, Grand and  

Lindell, St. Louis, MO., 

#2. OSCAR G. SNIPEN, 

Inc., 5180 Delmar 

Blvd., St. Louis, MO.  

#3. Franke  Auto 

Sales, 4811 Delmar, St. 

Louis, MO. #4. Leland -

Kreid Motor, Alton, IL. 

#5. Endres  Motor 

Sales,  Belleville, IL.,  

#6. Cookson Motor 

Co. 1131 St. Louis 

Ave., East St.  ouis, IL.,  

#7. K. Hammond, 2017   

Granite City, IL., #8 

was Lowry Sales Co., 

7423 Manchester, 

Maplewood, MO., #9. 

Grand -Park   Garage, 

1513 South Grand, St. 

Louis, MO., #10. 

Osage Auto Sales, 

4014-14 South Broad-

way, St. Louis, MO., 

#11. Chas. F.       

Gateweiler Motor Co., 

222.South Main, St. 

Charles, MO. And #12. 

Advance Motors, 4709 

Natural Bridge, St. 

Louis, MO..  #13. Meier

-Watt, Collinsville, IL, 

On 1/17/1939 #13. Stafford -Egan Motors, 3142 Morganford Rd., St. Louis, MO was added and I moved previous #13, Meier -

Watt, Collinsville, IL, to new #25.  On 2/14/1939 #14. Pefferman Motor Co. in 9403 Lackland, Overland, MO was added.  On 

3/28/1939 #15. Merry Motor Co., 5802 Delmar, St. Louis, MO. was added along with #16.  

FEATRUE STORY: THE ONGOING RESEARCH ON STUDEBAKER DEALERS IN THE GREATER ST. LOUIS MO AREA 

FROM JANUARY 1939 THROUGH DECEMBER 1939. FROM ADõS IN THE POST-DISPATCH ARCHIVES.  BY: Ed Meyer                                  

The ad above right appeared in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 1/17/1939.  

FEATURE STORY CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: 
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The above ads from top left to right and clockwise appeared in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 3/7/1939, 5/28/1939, 2/14/1939, 5/ 25/1939 and  

5/9/1939.  
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The above ads and articles appeared  From top left to right and 

clockwise in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 10/22/1939, 11/23/1939, 

10/22/1939, 7/28/1939 and 10/28/1939.  

FEATURE STORY CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: 

Shultz Motors, 118 North Kingshighway, St. Louis, MO.  On North 

Kingshighway the very next month on 3/25/1939.  #17. J.      

Auffenberg, 718 North Kingshighway, St. Louis, MO., was     

added.  There was a second dealership on South                

Kingshighway,  #18. McMahon  Motor Co., 3504 South Grand, 

St. louis, MO. added, and #19, Clifton Heights Motor Co., 5907 

Southwest Avenue, St. Louis, MO. Was also added on 

3/25/1939.  On 4/25/1939 the new #7. Barcroft Auto Sales, 

Granite City, IL replaced the old #7. K. Hammond, 2017 Granite 

City, IL., in Granite City, IL.,  On 5/9/1939 old #8 Lowry Sales 

Co., 7423 Manchester, Maplewood, MO., was replaced by the 

new #8, Griffin & Cook Motor Co., 2207 Big Bend Blvd.,      

Maplewood, MO.  On 10/17/1939 #20. Burtõs Motor Co,, 5023 

Goodfellow, St. Louis, MO was added along with #21. Rex     

Ryffel, 5811 Easton, St. Louis, MO., #22. Webster Groves Motors, 

Webster Groves, MO., #23. Reisert Motor Co., 8315 Gravois, St. 

Louis, MO., #24. Champion Motor Sales, 5421 Gravois, St. Louis, 

MO. and #25. Meier -Watt, Collinsville, IL,  

So itõs easy to see that the second wave of the Great             
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YOUR MO/IL GATEWAY CHAPTER 2026 OFFICERS AND CONTACT INFORMATION: 

MEMBERSHIP/SECRETARY:                    Louetta Bushdiecker,  louettabushdiecker@att.net       (636) 448 -0767 

PRESIDENT, EDITOR, WEBMASTER:        Ben Alspach                 thealspachs@comcast.net          (770) 362 -6734  

VICE-PRESIDENT:                                  Gary Krautmann,            gkrautmann@sbcglobal.net     (314)-308-4788   

TREASURER:                                           Milt Yoder,                     mryoder@swbell.net ,                  (314) 842-5739 

CHAPTER HISTORIAN:                           Milt Yoder,                     mryoder@swbell.net ,                  (314) 842-5739 

Visit the  MO/IL Gateway SDC Chapter of the SDC at:  http://clubs.hemmings.com/gatewaysdc/  

Visit the International Studebaker Drivers Club at: http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/index.asp  

Visit the Avanti Owners Association International at: http://www.aoai.org/  

Visit the Studebaker National Museum online at:  www.studebakermuseum.org  

                                                                                                  STUDEBAKER ONLINE 
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The above Photo -articles articles appeared in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch from top left 

to right and clockwise on 10/22/1939, 10/1/1939, 10/22/1939 and 4/23/1939.  

FEATURE STORY CONTINUED:  

Depression that started in early 1938 and didnõt really end until WWII started is 

still wreaking havoc on Studebaker and itõs dealers.  Dealers are coming and 

going and for the second year in a row ad support for Studebaker dealers by 

the factory is slim.  The Studebaker factory only placed 7 factory backed ads 

in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and other large market newspapers this year.  In 

spite of the fact the extremely important Studebaker Champion model was 

lunched on March 28/1939.  Hudson launched their competitive model, the 

Hudson 6, just 6 months latter on 9/24/1939 for just $10 more than the    

Champion and gave it much better advertising support.  The Champion was     

advertised for $660 and the Hudson 6 for $670.  

In spite of all the turmoil with the dealer network the groundwork had been 

laid at the factory with Raymond Loewy in charge of styling  and Vance and 

Hoffman in charge of the company for Studebakerõs recover after WWII    

during the sellers market.  Right now the dealer total is at a post stock market 

crash high of 22 but weõll have to see how they shake out right before WWII 

does itõs work on the greater St. Louis Studebaker dealer network.  Right now 

itõs really difficult keeping track through the ads in the Post-Dispatch.  There 

are so few ads and for reasons unknown sometimes Studebaker will drop 

mentioning a dealer on both sides of the river for 10 months leading me to 

believe they went out of business.  Only to have them pop up again for some 

reason 10 months latter which means I have to go back and rewrite my     

records.  Itõs a good thing I do this research 3 years in advance before       

publication in the newsletters.  Just 2 more years to go before Pearl Har-

bor and the WWII years.  After 12/31/1944 weõll start again from 1/1/1900. 
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