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                                                  AVX #1 Lives in St. Louis Area  

The AVX was designed in 1997 by Tom Kellogg to meet the request of AOAI Pennsylvania 

member Jim Bunting for an Avanti for the 21 st century. Two years ago, Gateway Chapter 

member Lew Schucart acquired  AVX #1 from former AOAI president Dale Sexton, its second 

owner. Bunting was the creator and first owner. AVX #1 has been adapted onto a 1993     

Firebird chassis and drive train with added Paxton supercharger and fuel injection.  AVX #1 

has been rated at 455 HP on the chassis Dyno at the rear wheels, about 600 HP on the en-

gine Dyno. It was designed to operate on regular fuel. Current mileage is 29,000.  

Special features include: dual stainless exhaust with free flowing Borla mufflers, bigger      

anti -sway bars, stiff Koni shocks front and rear, under carriage suspension added for         

improved steering and stability, wider aluminum wheels made using Tom Kelloggõs unique 

design by Boyd Coddingtonõs shop in Los Angeles. Hub cap covers have AVX inscribed in 

the center with Boydõs name below. AVX #1 has won numerous awards, including, most  

recently, 1 st place at the AOAI Milwaukee meet in June 2022, and again in 2023 at the AOAI 

international meet in St. Louis. The car came from Dale Sexton with seven notebooks of     

historical information and documentation, two of which contain sixty pages of design      

photographs and drawings by Tom Kellogg.   

The outside mirrors are not original to the Firebird and must be manually adjusted.  Due to a 

drain on the battery the security system has been disconnected and has affected the horn. 

Power door locks are not operational . Due to the size of the hood, it is best opened and 

closed by two people. Because the hood is electrically operated, two cables have been 

attached to the front latches to permit manual opening.  This is beneficial if the battery is too 

low. Based on its Certificate of Origin, AVX 1 is registered as a 1997 Avanti. It was originally 

titled in Pennsylvania, and later in Arizona with Dale Sexton.  

Background  

In 1993, while working on a two passenger õ63 Avanti project with Jim Bunting, original 

Avanti designer Tom Kellogg sent Jim a concept drawing of a modern Avanti with the note: 

òLetõs do this one next.ó That concept drawing became the AVX  òKellogg Coupeó. Jim    

discussed Tomõs drawing with Bill Lang, nationally known hot rod builder in Pennsylvania 

whose bodywork and interiors are legendary. Based on conversations with Bill, Jim decided 

to build the car as a one -off. Once they decided to build the car, Tom did additional        

concept drawings based on a number of existing platforms, and chose the 1993 Pontiac 

Trans Am F-Body platformé.a 101 inch wheel base compared to the original Avanti 108 inch 

wheelbase. Tom took all the design elements of the ô63 Avanti  ð including wedge shape, 

forward rake, òcoke bottleó effect and the asymmetrical hood ð and moved them forward  
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three decades to create the final design.   

During the build Tom flew from California to Pennsylvania many times to work with Bill Lang and refine the body shape and 

flow lines. Bill Lang built the cantilever hood system because Tom wanted the hood and nose to be seamless. After the        

prototype was complete it was finished in black and sent to Chicago where molds and jigs were built. Tom designed the 

wheels and sat with the technicians at Boydõs Wheels to make sure they were exactly as he designed them. (The wheels carry 

Boyd Coddingtonõs signature) 

Performance was created by RaceKrafters in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, builders of high performance race cars. The AVX  

coupe is rated at 455 horsepower on the chassis Dyno, which translates to about 600 HP on the engine Dyno. The perfor-

mance package for the GM 5.7 liter LT1 engine includes: Paxton supercharger (true to the R2 Avanti), Hi ð Flow air intake,   

custom racing fuel injection, Borla cat -back high flow exhaust with 3 - inch stainless tips. (nice exhaust note). The car has a 

double diamond 4 ð point chassis brace to offset engine torque. The car is very fast.  

The interior of the car is fitted with custom leather upholstery, console, doors, steering wheel; and wood grain trim. Specia l 

release mechanisms have been built for the hood and trunk. Reaction to the AVX was positive. Bunting decided to produce a 

limited number of cars. AVX #1 became the company show car and was first shown at the 1997 Avanti national meet in South 

Bend, Indiana where Tom introduced the car to the media. Just two other AVX cars were built: a convertible, based on a Ca-

maro; and a Firebird -based T -top model.  

This car has been exhibited at museums across the country including the Studebaker National Museum as part of a tribute to 

Tom Kellogg, and the America on Wheels museum in Allentown, PA. The Kellogg Coupe has been featured in 14 national car 

magazines, including Hot Rod, Collectible  Automobile  and AutoWeek.   the SDC Turning Wheels , and the AOAI's Avanti     

Magazine . When delivered from Dale Sexton, I received a 30 page portfolio including Tomõs concept drawings.  Also included 

are a photo collection and all the original magazine articles.  

Tom Kellogg was a design genius and a good guy. For the complete history of AVX cars, with many photos and drawings, see 

John Hullõs book: Avanti:  The Complete Story , Chapter 6; plus John Hullõs second book, Avanti. Studebaker and Beyond.  

Specifications                       Story By Lew Schucart  

Designer  

Tom Kellogg. Tom was a member of Raymond Loewyõs                 

1963 Avanti design team. Tom created the body styling                   

for the õ63 Studebaker Avanti and the AVX.                                                                                   

Platform  

Pontiac Firebird Trans -Am F-Series 

Dimensions  

Wheel base: 101ó, Length: 180ó, Width: 77ó, Height: 51ó 
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Studebaker started 

March1937 with the 

same 10 greater St. 

Louis area Studebaker 

dealerships it had   

ended February with.          

Studebaker had #1. 

Arthur R. Lindburg, 

Inc., exclusive St.  

Louis  Studebaker  

Distributor, Grand and  

Lindell, St. Louis, MO., 

#2. Reihl Motor Co., 

Webster Groves, MO., 

#3. OSCAR G. SNIPEN, 

Inc., 5180 Delmar 

Blvd., St. Louis, MO.  

#4. Franke Motor 

Sales, 4811 Delmar, St. 

Louis, MO.  #5. Leland

-Kreid Motor, Alton, IL. 

#6. Endres Motor 

Sales, Belleville, IL., 

#7.Kasey Motor Co.,             

Studebaker -Packard, 

5626 Gravois Rd. St. 

Louis, MO.  #8.      

Cookson Motor Co. 

1131 St. Louis Ave., 

East St. Louis, IL., #9.        

Advance  Motor Co., 

Madison IL., and #10. 

Ferguson Motor Sales, 

Ferguson, MO.  On 

3/21/1937  Advance     

Motor Co., Madison 

IL., becomes Don          

Farrington Motor 

Sales, Madison, IL. At 

the same location.  

No further changes 

were made regarding 

Studebakerõs St. Louis 

dealers through the 

end of April 1937.  

So the economic     

difficulties of the Great 

Depression were still 

leaving their mark on 

the   
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greater St. Louis 

area Studebaker 

dealer network in 

the form of            

constant turnover 

in ownership and 

location of        

dealership points.  

The great migration 

towards the county 

that happened 

after WWII hadnõt 

really started yet so 

most of the  

changes going on 

now were directly 

related to lack of 

sales and poor 

capitalization of 

the smaller and 

more marginal 

dealerships that 

had a harder time 

competing in the 

extremely more 

challenging and 

difficult times.  Still 

as one dealership 

failed the           

Studebaker factory 

seemed to have 

little trouble finding 

someone else very 

quickly willing to 

step in and take 

the place of that 

failing owner.    

Often simply taking 

over at the same 

location from the 

previous owner.  

What one would 

call a simple ôturn-

keyõ takeover of 

the previous      

operation.   

Good jobs were 

hard to come by 

during the Great 

Depression and it 

was a testimony to 

Studebaker that 

folks were still   

The above ads rom top left to right and clockwise appeared in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 3/14/1937, 3/21/1937. 3/24/1937 and  2/28/1937.  
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willing to invest 

large sums of    

money into a           

Studebaker              

dealership confident 

it was a sound      

investment with a 

solid and                          

prosperous future.  

The Studebaker   

factory was           

suddenly backing 

and merchandizing 

in cars like it hadnõt 

since before 1929 

which had to be 

exciting and en-

couraging to              

dealers too.  Since 

January 1937       

Studebaker has 

been running about 

9 quarter page ads 

every 2 months in 

the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch.  Thatõs a 

hair more than an 

ad a week and 

matches such high 

sales volume                   

powerhouses such 

as Ford and Chevy.  

Back in December, 

1936 Studebaker 

announced in a 

small article in the 

Post-Dispatch that 

Security Motors   

Studebaker was  

being added on 

3136 Locust Blvd., St. 

Louis, MO., but the 

dealership never 

appeared in any 

Studebaker ads nor 

was it ever            

mentioned again in 

and article.  Aside 

from this one        

mis-step, everything 

has been going 

mostly pretty well for 

Studebaker dealers   

The above ads rom top left to right and clockwise appeared in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 4/4/1937, 4/11/1937. 4/18/1937 and 4/25/1937.  
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The above appeared in 

the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

from top left to right and 

clockwise on 3/7/1937, 

3/14/1937, 3/14/1937, 

3/28/1937, 4/4/1937, 

4/25/1937,  3/28/1937 and 

3/14/1937.  
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economically, considering the gravity of the Great 

Depression.   As previously mentioned although a 

feeling of recovery, confidence and better times 

ahead was beginning to permeate through the auto 

industry and all the dealer networks.  Unfortunately a 

second stock market crash and second dip reces-

sion as a result was just ahead and waiting in 1938.   

For now though we can rejoice in the fact the               

Studebaker factory is building itõs strength to be able 

to offer the successful Champion model in 1939 and 

position itself and itõs dealer network for success not 

just during WWII but to be able to take advantage of 

the sellers market right after WWII.  The hiring of stylist 

Raymond Loewy very soon and other upgrades at 

the factory and engineering as well as upgrades 

now with the dealer network all positioned                 

Studebaker for success right before, during and 

shortly after WWII.  

Itõs just too bad Studebaker didnõt take everything 

one giant leap farther with a merger with a larger 

automaker to achieve ever greater economies of 

scale while times were relatively good right after the 

WWII.  If the independents couldnõt all get together 

then because of egos, each thought they should be 

top dog and in -charge.  They should have worked 

out a deal with one of the Big -3 or a foreign                    

company before things got so bad.  Smart men like 

Mason knew what was coming and that time was 

running out.  Studebaker people should have too.  
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