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Take your mother out for 

dinner in your              

Studebaker/Avanti 

on Mothers Day!  

 

THE ONGOING RESEARCH ON STUDEBAKER DEALERS IN THE GREATER ST. LOUIS MO AREA FROM MAY 

1937 THROUGH JUNE 1937. FROM ADõS IN THE POST-DISPATCH ARCHIVES   BY: Ed Meyer                                  

Gateway Chapter Studes òMake a Showingó at St. Charles 

Easter Event  

After a long absence, 

the Gateway Chapter 

recently made a ògroup 

returnó to organized car 

shows thanks to the   

efforts of a few          

dedicated club      

members. A gang of 

intrepid Gateway folks        

managed to park to-

gether to present a    

colorful Studebaker   

display at the St. Louis 

Street Rod Associationõs 

Easter Sunday car show, 

held at the St. Charles 

Family Arena.  

Despite a dicey    

weather outlook early in 

the day, Greg Ford, Don 

Lindner and Virgil & Peg 

Studebaker stayed the 

course and represented 

our favorite marque to 

many admiring car fans 

throughout the day.  

Greg brought his racy, 

red õ62 GT Hawk, Don 

drove his striking yellow 

2007 Avanti convertible 

and the Studebakers 

piloted their beautiful 

1930 Dictator sedan.  

You might recall the 

Avanti and the Dictator 

were both top category winners at last fallõs SDC Intõl Meet in Dubuque, Iowa. 
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Here's the Gateway SDC Chapter line -up above at the Easter STL Street Rod Assn. Show held 

at the Family Arena in St. Charles.   No wonder this group garnered so much attention!  
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And to make the day even better, one of 

our trio of Studebaker vehicles (the 1930 

Dictator) was selected as one of the TOP 3 

òpeoplesõ choiceó favorites in the òClassic 

1900-1969 Categoryó as voted on by other 

car owners participating in the show.  Quite 

an accomplishment for a stock (albeit ex-

traordinary!) example of an òorphan brandó 

pitted against a parking lot full of cool cus-

tom street rods and wild muscle machines!  

A hearty congratulations and thanks go out 

to this dedicated crew for helping to pro-

mote Studebaker and our Gateway SDC 

Chapter.  And a special THANK YOU to VP 

Gary Krautmann for taking the lead in    

organizing and coordinating this effort for 

our members.   

Letõs see if we can keep the ball rolling!  

Thereõs a big Orphan car show (FREE)    

coming up on Saturday, May 10 th at      

Gateway Classic Cars in OõFallon, IL,       

organized by the STL Hudson/Essex/

Terraplane Club.  Check out the calendar 

of events elsewhere in this issue for        

complete details.  Perhaps we can give the 

HET club a run for their money at their own 

event!  

Greg Ford beside his low -slung '62 GT Hawk.  Obviously, a 

very Sporty ride -- both now and when it was new!  

Peg & Virgil Studebaker with their 1930 Dictator sedan.  Joining 

them in this photo are their grandson, Kris Studebaker and his 

wife, Megan, along with their 2 yr. old son, Rome.  Studebakers 

run in the    family . . . literally!   The Dictator was one of the top 

show favorites in the 1900 -1969 category (as selected by   

other exhibitors).    Very nice . . .  

Don Lindner was able to drop the top on his slick 2007 Avanti convertible.   He 

was especially happy the rain had dissipated for the day.  



о о 

Studebaker started 

May1937 with the 

same 10 greater St. 

Louis area Studebaker 

dealerships it had  

ended April with.            

Studebaker had #1. 

Arthur R. Lindburg, Inc.,           

exclusive St. Louis         

Studebaker Distributor, 

Grand and Lindell, St. 

Louis, MO., #2. Reihl 

Motor Co., Webster 

Groves, MO., #3.     

OSCAR G. SNIPEN, Inc., 

5180 Delmar Blvd., St. 

Louis, MO.  #4. Franke 

Auto Sales, 4811 

Delmar, St. Louis, MO.  

#5. Leland -Kreid Motor, 

Alton, IL. #6. Endres 

Motor Sales, Belleville, 

IL., #7. Kasey Motor 

Co., Studebaker -

Packard, 5626 Gravois 

Rd. St. Louis, MO.  #8.      

Cookson Motor Co. 

1131 St. Louis Ave., East 

St. Louis, IL., #9. Don          

Farrington Motor Sales, 

Madison IL., and #10.   

Ferguson Motor Sales, 

Ferguson, MO. On 

6/6/1937 it appears 3 

new Studebaker   

dealers were            

appointed by Arthur 

Lindburg in St. Louis, 

MO that first appeared 

in Studebaker adõs 

starting on 6/13/1937.  

These 3 new dealers 

were: #11. Osage Auto 

Sales, 4014-14 South 

Broadway, St. Louis, 

MO., #12. Auto Repair 

Co., 2308 South 7th. 

Street, St. Louis, MO., 

and #13.  

The ad at right appeared 

in the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch on 5/2/1937.  
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The above ads from top left to right and clockwise appeared in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 5/10/1937, 5/9/1937, 5/16/ 1937, 5 /23/1937 and 

6/6/1937.  
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The above ads and articles appeared  From top left to right and clockwise in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 6/13/1937, 9/27/1937 , 5/21/1937, 

5/20/1937, 5/18/1937 and 5/2/1937.  
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Grand -Park Garage, 1513 South Grand, St. Louis, MO.  That means Studebaker ended June, 

1937 with 13 dealers representing the greater St. Louis Missouri area.  This was an all - time 

high since January 1929 and for all - time as far as I know.  The economy was definitely    

improving for the auto industry as sales were at the highest level for most  
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The above Photo -articles 

articles appeared in the St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch from top 

left to right and clockwise on 

5/30/1937, 5/30/1937, 

6/6/1937, 5/16/1937, 

6/6/1937, 6/6/1937, 

5/23/1936,  and 6/18/1937.  

makers at anytime since the stock market crash and the Great      

Depression in 1929. Plus at 13, Studebaker now had more dealerships 

in the greater St. Louis, MO area than at any other since the 1929 

stock market crash and probably history. Yes people were still       

suffering, the recovery was uneven with still large swaths of                        

unemployment. Plus I havenõt even mentioned the great dust bowl 

problem sweeping the west which was still peaking about this time in 

severity. But there were spots in the dark clouds of the depression 

where the sun was finally starting to break through so we canõt             

begrudge  the Studebaker factory and itõs St, Louis dealers for being a 

little optimistic a some of these encouraging Studebaker and industry 

sales numbers they were witnessing finally after years of nothing but 

bad news. They even had room now for some silly fun such as stories 

of the flying Studebaker. A plane on this page powered by a          

Studebaker Dictator 100 HP engine!  Plus a Studebaker sales increase 

of 21% from January 1st through May 10th compared to last year.  

There really was a feeling the worst was over.  Not true of course.  
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