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THE ONGOING RESEARCH ON STUDEBAKER DEALERS IN THE GREATER ST. LOUIS MO AREA FROM JULY  

THROUGH OCTOBER 1937. FROM ADõS IN THE POST-DISPATCH ARCHIVES   BY: Ed Meyer                                  

  How the exotic, custom Excalibur sports car started life as the . . .  

                         Studebaker  SS          

Things were looking bleak for Studebaker at the dawn of 1964.  The South Bend factory had 

just shut down, putting an end to U. S. production.  The revolutionary Avanti, conceived as a 

striking òhaloó model to generate showroom traffic, had been selling in limited quantities 

but was eliminated with the closure at South Bend. The sporty GT 

Hawks were also being dropped and the few remaining Studebaker 

models that would continue (via the Hamilton, Ontario plant) werenõt 

particularly exciting or innovative.  Many industry pundits were con-

vinced that the legendary Studebaker brand was finally òon the 

ropesó. 

Such thoughts were undoubtedly running through the mind of well -

known industrial designer Brooks Stevens as he walked the aisles of 

the giant Chicago auto show in March of 1964. Stevens had been   

doing design work for Studebaker for several years and was             

unimpressed by the humdrum, òskeletonó Studebaker line-up now on      

display.                   
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Brooks Stevens at the wheel of an early Excalibur SS, circa 1965.  
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 But Stevens had an idea.  What if he could create some excitement in the Studebaker booth at the upcoming New York auto 

show (in late April) with a stunning òconcept caró in the vein of those dream machines conjured up to impress the public at 

the big shows in the 1950õs?  The car would attract many more people to the Studebaker display while also showing the     

industry that Studebaker was still òlooking aheadó and positioning itself for the future.  

Stevens proceeded to òpitchó his proposal to Studebaker management.  He would use a Lark Daytona convertible platform 

with a supercharged Avanti 289 V -8 and disc brakes as the basis for a stunning òmodern classicó sports car resembling the 

fabled Mercedes -Benz SSK roadster of the late 1920õs.  The iconic look of one of the greatest automobile designs of all time 

but now with the reliability, performance and amenities buyers wanted in the 1960õs.  Studebakerõs top brass was, no doubt, 

caught off guard . . . and particularly since Stevens would have to create this fantastic car in just a few weeks!   However,  

they gave him tentative approval . . . on the condition he could deliver the car in time for New York.  

Stevens immediately hit the drawing board and enlisted the help of his two sons, David and William, to turn his vision into   

reality.  The Lark Daytona chassis was soon delivered to Stevenõs studio/workshop and his family team went to work.           

Miraculously, the òStudebaker SSó show prototype was built in less than six weeks!  However, as the finished concept car was 

in transit to the New York auto show, Studebaker officials suddenly had a change of heart.  A high performance,                

contemporary classic, theyõd decided, would be inconsistent with their goal of marketing a òcommon senseó car they       

believed was critical to Studebakerõs survival.   The òSSó would not be displayed in the Studebaker booth at the New York   

auto show.  

Needless to say, Stevens was stunned by this sudden reversal.   However, he had too much time, money and personal      

commitment in the project to just walk away.  At this point, he made the decision to ògo it aloneó.   Leveraging his excellent 

reputation and extensive network of auto industry contacts, Stevens quickly placed phone calls to the New York showõs  

managers and was able to arrange display space for the custom protype in a separate booth.   

With some quick badging and signage changes just before the showõs opening, the newly renamed òExcalibur SSó was a hit 

in New York.  In August of 1964, Brooks Stevens and his sons organized òSS Automobilesó to manufacture the new car.  Over 

100 examples had been sold (or ordered) by the end of 1965.  

Of course, Studebakerõs situation continued to deteriorate, and the supply of their 289 V-8õs dried up in a few months.   Once 

again, Stevens used his industry connections; this time to source a new power plant.  His friends Ed Cole and òBunkieó       

Knudsen at GM were happy to provide the hot 327 Corvette engine to the fledgling Excalibur operation.  Soon, a Paxton     

supercharged version was also offered, providing performance on par with the Avanti V -8õs which were originally to be     

supplied by Studebaker.*   

*Material for this article was gleaned from several sources including The Encyclopedia of American Cars 1940 -1970, The 

Above is a red A 1975 Excalibur Series III Phaeton                  

(4 passenger) with the top down.  

Above is a white 1984 Excalibur Series IV   phaeton with a    

removable hard top.  

 Dear Gateway Members - 

As most of you know,  I was elected chapter president at the annual JB picnic meeting in September, 2022, following a long 

run of club service by Ed Meyer.   Iõve held the position for almost three years now . . . with six more months to go before the 

end of õ25.  With our 2026 officer elections coming up at this Septemberõs JB picnic, I wanted to let everyone know Iõve decid-

ed  not  to seek re -election for ô26. 

 Please understand, I really donõt mind the job . . . but would just like to take a break.  And I felt it would be helpful to gi ve 

some advance notice of my intentions rather than just òspringing the newsó on folks at the picnic.  Iõm hoping that, with a little 

time to òmull it overó, someone else will be willing to step forward and take a turn.  Itõs not difficult duty and, if asked, Iõll be 

happy to assist the new president during the transition.  In addition, Iõd still be willing to pen an occasional article for our 

newsletter or help in handling some of the other administrative details.  

Generally, I think itõs been a pretty good run and Iõm grateful to everyone who has contributed to our chapterõs growth and 

success over the past three years.   THANKS and Iõll see you soon!    Ben 
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 THE ONGOING RESEARCH ON STUDEBAKER DEALERS IN THE GREATER ST. LOUIS MO AREA FROM JULY 1937 

THROUGH OCTOBER 1937. FROM ADõS IN THE POST-DISPATCH ARCHIVES   BY: Ed Meyer                                   

Studebaker started 

July1937 with 13 

greater St. Louis 

area Studebaker              

dealerships.       

Studebaker had 

#1. Arthur R.      

Lindburg, Inc.,    

exclusive St. Louis 

Studebaker        

Distributor, Grand 

and  Lindell, St. 

Louis, MO., #2. 

Reihl Motor Co., 

Webster Groves, 

MO., #3. OSCAR G. 

SNIPEN, Inc., 5180 

Delmar Blvd., St. 

Louis, MO.  #4. 

Franke Auto Sales, 

4811 Delmar, St. 

Louis, MO.  #5.  

Leland -Kreid     

Motor, Alton, IL. #6. 

Endres  Motor 

Sales, Belleville, IL., 

#7. Kasey Motor 

Co., Studebaker -

Packard, 5626    

Gravois Rd. St.   

Louis, MO.  #8. 

Cookson Motor Co. 

1131 St. Louis Ave., 

East St. Louis, IL., 

#9. Don Farrington 

Motor Sales,     

Madison IL., #10. 

Ferguson Motor 

Sales, Ferguson, 

MO.  #11. Osage 

Auto Sales, 4014 -14 

South Broadway, 

St. Louis, MO., #12. 

Auto Repair Co., 

2308 South 7th. 

Street, St. Louis, 

MO., and #13. 

Grand -Park       

Garage, 1513 

South Grand, St. Louis, MO. By 7/18/1937 Studebaker lost #10. Ferguson Motor Sales, Ferguson, MO.  And by 10/19/1937  

The ad above right appeared in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 11/2/1937.  
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The above ads rom top left to right and clockwise appeared in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 9/26/1937, 

7/18/1937 and 7/25/1937.  

Studebaker lost #9. Don Farrington Motor Sales, Belleville IL., and #12. Auto Repair Co., 2308 South 

7th. Street, St. Louis, MO.  For those keeping score this brought Studebakerõs St. Louis area dealership 

total down from 13 to 10.  All was mot lost however as Studebaker added 2 new outlets #9 was Low-

ry Sales Co., 7423 Manchester, Maplewood, MO on 10/10/1937.  and #10. Grand -Park Garage, 1513 

South Grand, St. Louis, MO on 6/13/1937.  This brought Studebakerõs total up to 11.   

As mentioned previously there was a second stock market crash in mid 1937 and the American 

economy took a sharp downturn in mid -1937, lasting for 13 months through most of 1938. Industrial 

production declined almost 30 percent, and production of durable goods fell even faster.  While the 

Studebaker factory was better prepared for this second crash this time having emerged from        

receivership relatively debt free and with new financing secured.  Itõs dealer network was not as well 

capitalized and that fact was starting to show now under this second wave of stock market crash 

and burn.  The Studebaker dealer network had survived admiralty under the first wave but asking it 

to endure a second wave without additional outside help was asking too much in most cases.  
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The above ads and articles appeared  From top left to right and clockwise in the St. Louis Post -Dispatch on 10/10/1937, 10/13/19 37, 

9/26/1937 and 9/12/1937.  

FEATURE STORY CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: 

Studebaker dealers were coming and going now with many lasting only months from the lack of working capital.  The fact 

that the factory would issue franchises to operators with such little operating capital is a reflection of the quiet desperat ion  of 

the times.   

Still the factory had itõs act together for itõs eventual glory days after WWII for they had hired both Raymond Loewy and Helen 

Dryden whoõs talents could now be seen on the new 1938 Studebaker just coming out.  They had enough capital to lay the 

ground work for the new 1939 Champion which was a product the dealer network had needed for years.  Better late than 

never but itõs too bad it couldnõt have reached Studebaker dealers sooner and when they were much better capitalized to 

take advantage if itõs selling opportunities it provided.  Not only at the entry level market but for the potential to upgrade the 

customer into a more expensive and profitable model as well.  At least the Studebaker factory was surviving this second and 

severe one -two stock market and recession punch.  Even if many of itõs St. Louis area dealerships couldnõt say the same. 
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Sunday, May 18, 2025  

The Missouri/Illinois Gateway Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club gathered at 1:30pm at Millerõs Grill, 2227 Highway A, 

Washington, Mo.  

Members present:  Ben Alspach, Don Hart, Gary Herget, Ray Hobert, Don Linder, Lew Schucart, Virgil Studebaker and Jeff 

Wassilak.  Visitors:  Kris Studebaker, grandson of Virgil & Peg Studebaker and great grandson Rome.  Also, Mac McCandless, 

Chesterfield, Mo with son Dave McCandless, Tucson, Az.  Mac drove a 1954 Studebaker Commander he purchased when 

living in California.  The car is now owned by son Dan McCandless, Wentzville, Mo, a SDC member.  

Chapter President Ben Alspach called the meeting to order at 1:54pm.  Ben welcomed visitors.  

Ben asked if there were any revisions to the Minutes of the last meeting.  There were none.  A motion was made by Virgil Stu-

debaker to accept the minutes, Don Hart seconded, vote was taken, and the motion passed.  

Treasurer Milt Yoder was not present.  Ben said there was $6,459.99 in the bank.  Ben requested and Don Hart made a motion 

to accept the report.  Don Linder seconded, vote was taken, and the motion passed.  

Old Business:  

Ben reported Don Linder, Peg and Virgil Studebaker, and Greg Ford, brought their Studebakers to the Easter Car Show at the 

Arena, St Charles, Mo.  Their participation was organized by Gary Krautmann and his cousin (member of sponsoring car club).  

Ben said Virgil & Peg Studebakerõs car was in the Classic Cars show in OõFallon, Illinois, on May 10, 2025.  Don Linder drove an  

Avanti May 17, 2025 at the First Capitol Classics Auto Club Show.  He reported a cruise in St Charles the night before had 25  to 

30 vehicles.  

New Business:  

Next event is July 13, 2025 at 1:00pm at Pat Connollyõs Tavern, 6400 Oakland Ave., Saint Louis, Mo 63139.  It is near the inter-

section of Tamm Ave. and Oakland Ave, south of Turtle Park and  

I-64.  After lunch and the meeting we will drive to Forrest Park Art Museum at 2:45pm to view the exhibit òROARING-ART, Fash-

ion, and the Automobile in France 1918 -1939.  

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS: 

September 6 -7, 2025 Orphan Car Show, Branson, Missouri sponsored by Ozark Trails Chapter.  

September 16 -20, 2025 SDC International Meet in Washington Country, Pa.  

September 21, 2025 Chapter Picnic beginning at 11:30am, at Artillery Shelter, Sylvan Springs Park (near Jefferson Barracks), 

Saint Louis, Mo.  

Missouri Regional Mangerõs Report.  Jeff reminded the group of the Swap Meet at South Bend, In, June 6-7, 2025.  Lodging is 

available at Avanti House 1 and 2 for the meet and show.  òF1 THE MOVIEó, fiction plot centered on Formula 1 racing series, 

opens in theaters on June 27, 2025.  Contact Jeff Wassilak if interested in scheduling and viewing together.  

Ben requested announcements or questions.   There were none.  Don 

Linder made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was not se-

conded, vote taken, and motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 

about 2:30pm.  

 

Submitted By,  

 

Jeff Wassilak for Louetta Bushdiecker, Secretary  

 

 

   MINUTES FOR THE SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2025 MO/IL òGATEWAYõ CHAPTER SDC MEETING   BY: Louetta Bushdiecker 
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Photos from the meeting courtesy of Jeff Wassilak. The 1954             

Studebaker Commander belongs to Dan McCandless (chapter   

member) but was driven to the meeting by Danõs dad, Mac 

McCandless and (Danõs) brother, Dave.  The Black 1963 Avanti      

belongs to member Lew Schucart. The yellow 2007 Avanti convertible 

belongs to member Don Lindner.   
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